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The Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (CZMP) takes
place every four years on a precise schedule
specified in the Baltimore County Code. Any citizen
may request a zoning change on any property in the
County - individual landowners, contract purchasers,
community organizations,
County staff, the Planning
Board, and the County Council.
Individuals may petition to
have any parcel of land
downzoned (limiting
development) or upzoned
(allowing for more intense
development) or may file for a
change in the zoning
designation for a piece of land.

The CZMP takes place over a
12-month period and produces
zoning decisions that are
reflected in a Log of Issues.
The Log of Issues is updated
periodically during this period
and provides summary
information for each Issue
where a zoning change has
been requested.

The County Council ultimately
decides on each issue whether
to retain the existing zoning or
to enact a different zone(s) or
district(s). Generally, each issue is a single property,
but an issue may cover many adjoining properties
and might even cover many hundreds of acres. The
zoning on all properties which were not issues is re-
enacted without change.

Individuals and developers may file for rezoning
during the open filing period, September 4 – October
15. Planning staff then prepares a log of issues and
makes preliminary recommendations on the various
issues; this is followed by public hearings before the
Planning Board in March, 2008; review of Planning
Board decisions and recommendations continues
through May, 2008, and culminates in a series of
Public Hearings before the County Council in June,

2008. The County Council makes its decisions public
by September 16th to conclude the process.

As you may remember, RRLRAIA requested
downzoning of large areas of the community during
the last round of CZMP changes in 2004, with

limited success. Most notably, Riderwood Elementary
School, Ridge-Ruxton School and the Board of
Education property on Charles Street were
downzoned from DR2 (two houses per acre) to DR1
(one house per acre). 

For further information, the county has a website
that explains the process in detail and allows for
electronic filing of issues:
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/planning/
zoning/2008czmp/index.html. 
Thanks to Baltimore County Planning staff for providing
information for this article.

CZMP Is Coming!
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Continued on page 14
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Dear Neighbors:

This fall marks a most important time for
each of us to review the zoning on both our
own properties and those of our community.
During the Comprehensive Zoning Map
Process, anyone can petition the county to
change the zoning both up (allowing for
greater development), or down (reducing the
amount of development allowed) of any
property within Baltimore County.
Historically the Ruxton Riderwood Lake
Roland Area Improvement Association has
worked with members of the community to
assist in the review of the appropriateness of

any zoning changes.  However, it is
extremely important for members of the
community to also review any proposed
changes in their neighborhoods to determine
the ultimate impact.  Information concerning
this process is outlined in detail on page 1.

The Ruxton Riderwood Lake Roland Area
Foundation continues to work and raise
money for significant improvements within
the community.  These projects include
additional enhancements to the Rider House
on Bellona Avenue. The Lake Roland Garden

Club has planted roses and other perennials
at Rider House as well as the Ruxton Road
Beautification Project.

I also had the opportunity to participate in
Project Clean Stream in early May.  It is
amazing how much trash ends up in and
around our streams.  I would hope that each
of us will participate in this extremely
worthwhile project of maintaining the beauty
of this great resource.

I also want to encourage all to enjoy Robert
E. Lee Park this summer.  What a tremendous
resource that each of us should take

advantage of.  One of the best ways
to get to better know the park is
through the walks sponsored by our
organization.  

Finally, this newsletter marks the end
of my term as President of this great
organization.  I have truly enjoyed
serving on the Board over the last
six years as well as serving as its
Zoning Chair and President.  We all
live in a fabulous community and I
really enjoyed working with terrific
and dedicated board members in
maintaining the integrity of our
neighborhood.  I have been
extremely fortunate to work with
Kimberly Warren, our past president,
who has been an invaluable member
of our Board, as well as Nancy Horst,
our Executive Director.  These ladies
spend countless hours working for

the betterment of our community.  Finally, I
wish all the best to Fran Anderson as he
takes over as President of this extremely
vital organization.  With the support of our
terrific board, the impact of this
organization will continue to grow. 

Sincerely yours, 

James D. Cahn, President

President’s Corner 
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Thanks to our sharp-eyed readers who corrected the photo in
our last issue of a home identified as Llewellyn.  According to
Boys’ Latin Director of Alumni Affairs Mac Kennedy, the house in
the picture is still standing today on the north side of Lake
Avenue and serves as part of the Boys’ Latin School of
Maryland’s Upper School.  Photo courtesy Baltimore County Legacy Project.



By Joseph M. Coale

This spring local residents’ support with matching grants from the
Middendorf and France-Merrick Foundations and the Baltimore
County Office of Community Conservation enabled significant
progress in our neighborhood’s beautification. 

Exterior improvements to the Rider House include completion of
the Bowen wall. You may recall the Bowen House that stood on
the grounds of GBMC since the 1740’s. Stones were salvaged from
the site to place a landscaping wall on the north side of Rider
House. Primo Doria, a noted and respected master mason, aided
by his 26-year associate, Jose Ayuago, constructed the serpentine

wall in April. Primo came to the US in
1973 from Civitanova Marche, Italy,
with his father from whom he learned
the trade. They worked on the Azola
restoration of the Rockland Village site.
After 30 years and hundreds of
projects, Primo says that he has no
favorite, but he has enjoyed the
challenges and rewards of each one. 

In the Ruxton Road Beautification
Project, Phase 2, overgrowth and
debris that had accumulated over many
years were cleared. The Foundation is
indebted to Carol Macht, AIA, local

resident and member of the firm,
Hord, Coplan, Macht, for her design
and consultation support for both
Rider House and Ruxton Road
projects. The goal at Ruxton Road and
Roland Run is to reestablish a grove
of native trees that should be able to
withstand the rigors of yearly floods
and offers the best chance to keep
the site maintained. Installation
contractor, Maxalea, selected the
plantings. We continue to work on the drainage challenges, which
may require additional fill. 

The Lake Roland Garden Club continues its beautification program
at Rider House and on Ruxton Road. Club members’ detailed
hands-on work and flower selections have contributed immensely
to the visual impact of both sites. We thank them for their
community service and initiative. 

The local firm of Charles D. Ives II Landscape Co., which
maintains the rugby field walkway, has also participated in all our
projects in a professional and thoughtful manner.

Some community residents have expressed confusion over the
similarity of the names of the Foundation and the Association.
The Foundation was formed as a 501c3 from a recommendation in
the 2001 Community Plan to raise tax deductible contributions,
apply for matching public and private sector grants, and offer a
tax advantages over development options for those property
owners who qualify under IRS guidelines. Several new easements
have been accepted since the first of the year. 

The Foundation seeks funding for capital improvements of
preservation and beautification such as the Ruxton Road Park and
the Rider House. 

The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association
is a community improvement association of volunteers who live in
the geographical area bordered by the Beltway (I-695) on the
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RRLRA Foundation Update

Jose Ayuago and Primo Doria put the finishing touches on the Bowen wall
at Rider House. Photo courtesy Joseph M. Coale.

Native Maryland plantings selected for the Ruxton Road
Roland Run site:

Red Maple Acer Rubrum

Black Gum Nyssa Sylvatica

Blue Beech Carpinus Caroliniana

American Holly Ilex Opaca

Dogwood Cornus Florida

Eastern Redbud Cercis Canadenisis

Continued on page 7

Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association
has a new email address: RRLRAIA@comcast.net
(rrlraia@comcast.net OK as well).  Please make a note of it. 
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Thanks to members of the Hardy Garden Club,
Meadowood Park has a new Rain
Garden. Located near the
footbridge at the entrance to
the park where it crosses
over Deep Run, a tributary
of the Jones Falls, the Rain
Garden was dedicated in
early June. A rain garden is
a shallow basin filled with
water-loving plants
designed to slow storm
water runoff, and filter and
cleanse the water before it
seeps into the water table and
then into our streams.   

During heavy rains, storm water
from the park empties into Deep
Run, carrying with it a variety of
pollutants that could end up in the Chesapeake Bay. The rain
garden is designed to hold, filter, and clean some of that water
before it reaches Deep Run. The location was also chosen for its
visibility in the hope that others might be inspired to replicate
this idea at home or in their neighborhoods. 

A rain garden mimics the natural process in which plants absorb
some of the moisture through their roots, which reach deep into
the soil. This infiltration helps cleanse the water naturally before
it reaches the water table. The deep roots also help protect the
plants in times of drought. 

To construct the rain garden, a shallow depression of
approximately 700 square feet was dug out and the ground
leveled to create an even subsurface for uniform drainage
throughout the garden. After the garden was filled to within six
inches of the top, the soil was enriched with leaf mold and then
mulched.  A low berm was added at the stream end to help hold
the water. 

The plants used in the rain garden are mostly native. The garden
is anchored by river birch (Betula nigra) surrounded by shrubs,
red twig dogwood (Cornus sericea ‘Cardinal’) and helleri holly
(Ilex crenata ‘Helleri’), which is the one non-native plant. The
following water-tolerant perennials were chosen, with an eye
toward height, color and bloom times: bergamot or bee balm
(Monarda ‘Jacob Cline’), blue flag iris (Iris versicolor), blue
lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica), butterfly weed (Asclepius tuberosa),
and goldenrod (Solidago ‘Fireworks’).  Switchgrass (Panicum
‘Northwind’) was added in the back along the berm.

While Rain gardens vary widely in size, location, design, they
share the common element of using plants to filter water,
cleaning it as it percolates into the ground water. Rain gardens
are placed so they can collect storm water from runoff. For
example, a common residential site is near a downspout. 

If you wish to construct a rain garden, it should be at least 10
feet away from a house to keep water away from the foundation,
and a simple soil test should be done by digging a six-inch-deep

hole and filling it with water. If the water takes more than 24
hours to soak in, find another location or amend the soil.

For more information on constructing your own rain
garden, see the list of resources in the box.

A note about the planners and builders of the Rain
Garden: The Hardy Garden Club is a group of about 50
women, many from the RRLRAIA community, who are
interested in horticulture, artistic design, and
conservation, especially the watersheds of the Chesapeake
Bay. The Jones Falls Watershed Association provided

technical advice on the project; the Chesapeake Bay Trust
provided a grant for soil preparation and plants; and
Baltimore County approved the development.

Volunteers from the Hardy Garden Club include Mary Arnold,
Ann Boyce, Kitsie Burnett, Bette Dudley, Fran Flanigan,

Maureen Flynn, Barbara Gould, Christine Hanley, Cynthia Jillson,
Debbie Kurz, Jane Love, Bliss McCord, Carol Mitchell, Alleyn

Moore, Sally Murphy, Nancy Powell, and Jill Steuart. Thanks to
Barbara Gould for information in this article.

Resources for Rain Gardens
Rain Gardens: A how-to manual for homeowners: Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources [WDNR] has been at the
forefront of promoting rain gardens. This 32-page booklet
provides an excellent step-by-step manual for homeowners. It
can be downloaded from the website
(www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/nps/rg/index.htm) or
ordered from the Wisconsin Extension Publications (1-887-
947-7827).

Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation
Landscaping: Chesapeake Bay Watershed This brochure from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lists plants native to
Maryland. It is available online at:
www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/chesapeake.

Baltimore County Stream Restoration Improves Quality of Life
- This 12-page booklet goes beyond rain gardens and talks
about Department of Environmental Protectuin and Resource
Management (DEPRM) watershed restoration projects. It is
available through DEPRM (410-887- 3733) or on line at
http://resources.co.ba.md.us/Documents/Environment/rest
oration/epastreamrest. 

Build Your Own Rain Garden The Chesapeake Bay Foundation
published this eight-page booklet, written for students as part
of the BaySavers Projects. You can find the information by
Googling “baysavers chesapeake bay” or at the web site:
www.cbf.org/site/DocServer/rain_garden_guide-web pdf?
doc ID=2869. 

Kansas City has recently begun a campaign to create 10,000
rain gardens to improve their watershed. Their web site,
www.rainkc.com, provides links to information on rain
gardens. The PR firm that created the campaign also has some
information on its web site, www.astrawow.com. 

Rain Garden at Meadowood Park



Small enough to embrace you, 
large enough to support you

The comfort and care of your loved one is our most important priority. We have been 
providing skilled care, respite care and companion services in the Baltimore area for 

over a decade. We are an RN owned and managed company from 
a long time Baltimore family.

RNs ■ LPNs ■ Nursing Aides ■ Companions

Call Us to Discuss Your Specific Needs 24 hours per day/7 days per week

Phone: 410-321-5560   Fax: 410-321-5565   Visit our website:  www.accessnursing.com
Licensed by the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

JCAHO Accredited

By Doris V. Stockbridge

Before moving to Blakehurst in January 1997, I lived in
Riderwood for 33 years at 1201 Ridervale Road. We
purchased our dream house, and in January 1964, the four of
us – Walter, Doris, Richard (a senior at Poly) and Nancy (an
8th grader at St. Paul’s School for Girls) – moved in.

Walter and I loved to walk. Often on Sunday afternoon, I
would put a roast into the oven and off we would go to
explore our new neighborhood. We would walk down Bellona
to Joppa and cross the bridge onto Old Riderwood, and as we
walked through Old Riderwood, we soon found the Boordy
Wine Orchards. We learned later that a couple – the Wagners
– who lived in Old Riderwood liked to visit France, where
they learned to enjoy French wines. On one of their trips, as Mrs.
Wagner was walking through a French vineyard, she broke off a
vine clipping, wrapped it in paper, brought it to Riderwood, and
planted it. This was the beginning of an effort to make family
wines, which eventually grew into the Boordy Vineyards. The
family business continued until Mr. Wagner decided to retire. He
sold the business, and the new owner moved the vineyards further
out into Baltimore County.

On other walks we found the original railroad tracks that carried
trains going into Baltimore City from the Riderwood Train Station
and the Ruxton Train Station. We soon became aware of the daily

train schedule due to
the noise of the
passing trains. The
Riderwood Station was
very close to the tracks
and located just off
Bellona, near Charles
Street. Some of us used
to walk the railroad
tracks to enjoy the fall
foliage. As time passed,
the Riderwood and
Ruxton Stations closed,
and the Light Rail
moved in, using the
same routes that the
trains had used.
Someone purchased the

Riderwood Station and converted it into a home,

In the 1970’s when I was working for Baltimore County, I met Dr.
Wolf, a psychologist. He was then living in the Riderwood Station
House, with his offices on the second floor. Since I lived close by,
he suggested that I come to his office for several hours a week,
take dictation, and then do the typing in my own home for
convenience. On my first visit to the Station House he told me
the history of the house and its ticket counter and gave me a
tour. Dr. Wolf moved to another city eventually, however, the
Riderwood Station House, with its famous ticket counter in the
kitchen, remains to this day. 
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I Remember When…

A Northern Central Railway train was heading south
when it was photographed at the Riderwood
Station, some time during World War I.
Photo courtesy Baltimore County Legacy Project.
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By Sara Engram

Back when John Sarbanes was practicing law downtown at
Venable, serving as liaison between State Schools Superintendent
Nancy Grasmick and the Baltimore City Board of Education,
chairing the board of the Public Justice Center, and working with
numerous other civic groups, there was still time for family
dinners at home in Riderwood.

Now, as a Member of Congress, with evening meetings in all parts
of his sprawling district, he’s lucky to get home in time to grab a
few hours of sleep before heading back to Capitol Hill before the
height of the morning rush hour. The Sarbanes household is a
busy place these days.

And it’s not just Dad’s new job that keeps things bustling. Dina,
also a lawyer, is working full-time in the Baltimore County
Attorney’s office. Stephanie, 16, is a busy high school student and
cellist. Nico, 13, is an accomplished birdwatcher, with 176 species
on his life list. Leo, 8, is a wizard with Legos.

Family time is a precious commodity, but like many busy families,
the Sarbanes find that with some planning there is still time to
be together. One of the congressman’s committee assignments is
Natural Resources, which provides some pleasant weekend
obligations at parks and other family-friendly venues.

That’s a bonus for Nico, who, when there’s an opportunity for
birding, “leads the charge,” Dina says. “The rest of us follow
along.” He doesn’t have to travel too far away to find interesting
birds, often spotting the neighborhood’s yellow-crowned night
heron by a nearby stream.

Not everyone rises to the challenge on weekends, Dina says. Most
of the family takes a pass on the early morning walks in Robert E.
Lee Park, leaving those weekend mornings to Nico and Dad.

Dina admits it isn’t easy acting, in effect, as a single parent on
weeknights. But good neighbors and strong schools help ease the

burden. That’s important, because things won’t lighten up
anytime soon. John’s next primary is only eight months away
(February 2008). 
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Meet Our New Congressional Family – 
John and Dina Sarbanes

Congressman John Sarbanes and Dina Sarbanes.
Photo courtesy Neil Meyerhoff. 

North; the Baltimore City Line on the South; Falls Road/I-83 on
the West and Charles Street to Charles Street Avenue extended to
Joppa Road on the North. These boundaries were established
when the Association was founded in 1953. The Association seeks
to inform neighbors about developments related to zoning,
environmental preservation, real estate changes, schools, and
other social issues and promote a sense of community. 

Update on the Bellona Avenue sidewalk project. Maryland State
Highways is managing the construction; it reports that last year’s
since-dismissed contactor left several unfinished county projects,
and the first job of the new contractor is to complete them. We
are told that we can expect work to begin sometime in June. The
sidewalk will span from Boyce Avenue to Malvern. This has been a
joint effort by the Foundation, the Association, and a group of
contributing merchants. After a relatively brief period of

Foundation Update
Continued from page 3
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Sold Properties from January, 2007 – April, 2007
Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group, 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

ADDRESS LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE SETTLED DATE

8031 Rider Avenue $359,900 $350,000 2/26/07

541 Piccadilly Road $365,500 $362,500 3/20/07

8221 Burnley Road $393,000 $381,000 3/16/07

1629 Alston Road $389,900 $387,500 4/30/07

802 Eton Road $389,000 $389,000 4/5/07

6203 Falls Road $419,900 $399,000 1/5/07

1006 Joppa Road $399,900 $411,897 4/6/07

546 Piccadilly Road $419,500 $420,000 2/21/07

703 Morningside Drive $437,000 $432,000 3/27/07

8216 Thornton Road $475,000 $440,000 1/19/07

513 Park Avenue $449,900 $449,900 1/19/07

20 Malibu Court $475,000 $460,000 4/12/07

615 Horncrest Road $495,000 $460,000 3/29/07

1 Ruxton Ridge Road $469,000 $465,000 4/27/07

7924 Ellenham Road $525,000 $495,000 1/19/07

1223 Wine Spring Lane $499,900 $498,000 4/27/07

1506 Boyce Avenue $595,000 $585,000 2/14/07

1404 Ruxton Road $599,000 $585,000 4/27/07

7928 Roldrew Avenue $650,000 $595,000 4/26/07

1512 Berwick Road $625,000 $610,000 1/5/07

7119 Charles Spring Way $648,500 $620,000 2/15/07

7907 Ellenham Road $695,000 $730,500 4/27/07

1406 Malvern Avenue $769,000 $745,000 4/16/07

1000 Rolandvue Road $795,000 $795,000 1/12/07

1808 Ruxton Road $849,500 $825,000 4/12/07

1305 Malvern Avenue $875,000 $850,000 1/12/07

923 Rolandvue Road $1,025,000 $975,000 1/12/07

802 Southwind Court $1,090,000 $1,050,000 1/26/07

1747 Circle Road $1,095,000 $1,095,000 4/26/07

1420 Locust Avenue $1,095,000 $1,095,000 4/16/07

Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood
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Homemade Strawberry
or Peach Ice Cream
How long since you’ve had some?

2 cups whole milk

2 cups heavy cream

1 1⁄4 cups sugar, divided

1 1⁄2 cups pureed fresh ripe peaches or
strawberries (See note)

Heat milk and cream in the microwave in a large
glass measuring cup or bowl until just to the boiling point. Do
not boil.

Add 3⁄4 cup sugar and stir. Cool to room temperature. Add
remaining sugar to fruit and stir to dissolve sugar. Stir fruit into
milk mixture and chill well. Follow manufacturer’s directions on
ice cream freezer. Yield 3 pints.

Note: Start with approximately 4 cups of fruit to equal 1 1⁄2 cup of
pureed fruit. The ice cream mixture can be made a day ahead and
kept in the refrigerator until ready to freeze. A chilled mixture
freezes faster and requires less ice.

Dues Reminder
Dues notices were sent with the Spring, 2007 Newsletter.  If
you have not yet sent in your dues, please mail in as soon
as possible.  Remember, dues are only $55.00/year – just 15
cents a day - an excellent value when you consider the wide
range of issues affecting our neighborhoods that RRLRAIA
addresses, such as zoning and development issues,
environmental quality, preservation of open space, crime
control and prevention, neighborhood enhancements and
traffic flow and congestion. We are here for you on an
ongoing basis, working to maintain and improve this
community where we live, work, play, and raise our families.

Your membership dues entitle you to the benefits of all of
these efforts, as well as: a RRLRAIA Membership Directory;
informative newsletters; invitations to RRLRAIA Community
Meetings with informative speakers; access to emailed crime
alerts and other important announcements; and special
neighborhood events, such as the RRLRAIA Dumpster Day
and the Annual Holiday Party in the Woods.

Please make an investment in your community and mail
your dues to: RRLRAIA, P. O. Box 204, Riderwood, MD
21139.  If you have already sent in your dues, thanks so
much for your support.
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Many of us have noticed a water problem on Bellona
Avenue near Brightside Road this winter and early spring.

This was especially dangerous when temperatures got below
freezing and ice formed on the road – it was clearly an accident

waiting to
happen. 

A RRLRAIA
board member
took action by
making several
calls to Fran
Ward of the
State Highway
Administration
Public Relations
department.  It
was determined
that, although
the water was
pooling in one
area of the
road, the cause
was a Baltimore

City water main that had burst further east on Bellona. This inter-
jurisdictional SNAFU was finally resolved thanks to the persistence
of the Association and Fran, and repairs were made by the two
agencies. 

We are now awaiting the removal of the temporary metal plate
and the repair of the road by SHA (this part of Bellona Avenue is
a state road).

RRLRAIA Persistence Results in 
Bellona Avenue Repair

Backhoe digs down to the root of the water problem.  
Photo courtesy Elyse Jacob 

Workers on Bellona Avenue near Brightside work to
repair a dangerous water leak.     Photo courtesy Elyse Jacob 

Walk in the Park
A good time was had by all on May 17th as Irvine
Natural Science Center Executive Director Dick Gibbs
and Education Director Rob Mardiney shared their
extensive knowledge about native flora and fauna as a
group of adults and children made their way through
the trails in Robert E. Lee Park. 

The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement
Association sponsors the walks, with different themes
or through different areas of the park, about once a
month.  If you haven’t taken a walk through this
untapped treasure in our community – more than 400
acres of green, peaceful parkland just steps from Lake
Avenue and Falls Road, just north of the city line – we
urge you to advantage of these opportunities.  Please
look for notices of upcoming walks via the RRLRAIA
emails of by contacting Elyse Jacob at
elyseJ@hotmail.com.

Dick Gibbs and Rob Mardinay from Irvine Natural Science Center discuss various plants
and wildflowers during a recent walk in R. E. Lee Park as Marsha Ramsay looks on.

Photos courtesy Elyse Jacob
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By Susan Nestler and Helga Morrow

Volunteers concentrated on two areas
of natural beauty for this year’s annual
stream cleanup – the area near the
Royal Farm Store on Joppa and
Thornton Roads, and the area that
runs parallel to Falls Road. 

The Royal Farm site provided plenty of
trash for our eager volunteers. We
filled trash bags and hauled heavier
objects up to the parking lot. We had
a good mix of ages and all were
energetic and enjoyed the beautiful
morning. We “liberated” some heavy
metal objects from the stream and
stream bank. In the wooded area we
found many beer cans – some that
were not even opened! There was a
handy Coors cooler to transport the
cans. We found plenty of wrapping and
bags and other assorted trash. After a
couple of hours, the area
looked beautiful and clean. 

For those who volunteered
in the Falls Road area, there
was a lot of early history to
think about as we cleaned.
We imagined what it must
have been like two centuries
ago when Indians walked
along the trail that hugs the
Jones Falls. In 1804
Maryland’s General Assembly
passed legislation that
created the Falls Road
Turnpike Company, largely to
facilitate the transport of
goods that were produced
by the mills that used the
water of the falls to
generate power and later to
move the materials from the
quarries that dotted the
area. Evidence of copper,
chromate and serpentine
mines can still be found in
Robert E. Lee Park. 

Falls Road is an officially
designated Maryland Scenic
Byway, because of its
natural beauty, and also because it has retained some of its
historically significant charm. These can be found in areas such
as Rockland and Bare Hills. Keeping Falls Road free of trash
honors its place in history, and also recognizes its importance as

a major contributor to runoff into the Jones Falls
Watershed and the Chesapeake Bay.

Although the turnout from neighbors who live
near or on Falls Road was disappointing, we had
a great group of people - some coming from
Baltimore City - to do annual clean up. Students
from Bryn Mawr and St. Paul’s School for Girls
braved the steep slopes along the stream and the
bridge to haul up three lawn mowers, numerous
tires, sacks of bottles and cans and an old ironing
board. Other volunteers collected a huge stuffed
teddy bear, kitchen appliances, pipes and
signboards. From Racquet Lane we collected car
parts, headlights and packing materials that
originated from the shops in that area. In total
we filled up 80 huge plastic bags of trash in
addition to some of the items already mentioned.

Thanks to all students and other volunteers – you
did a great job with Project Clean Stream this
year. And special thanks to Cheryl Finney, who
has volunteered to lead another group of Bryn
Mawr students to continue the clean up further
into the Park!

Project Clean Stream, 2007

A mother-daughter team work to clean up along Thornton
Road in Riderwood. Photo courtesy Coleman Bass

Katrina C. Kamantauskas-Holder hauls a log out
of Roland Run. Photo courtesy Coleman Bass

Eliza Oldach, Cadette Girl Scout from Troop 3185,
Dumbarton Middle School, gathers trash from the
stream during the Spring Steam Cleanup in April.   
Photo courtesy Coleman Bass
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By Anne Insley Clemson

I hadn’t given much thought to night light pollution until I was
asked to write this article. Turning off the lights – at home and in
the office when I leave for the day – has always been a function
of my desire to save money on our electricity bill, one of the
fiscal austerity measures that my thrifty father managed to drill
into me.

But now I’m hooked. Consider these facts:

■ Artificial night-light harms our ecosystems; trees and plants are
particularly vulnerable. 

■ It disrupts the natural rhythms of night migrating birds and
other animal species.

■ There is apparently a correlation between artificial night-light
and the increased incidence of breast cancer in women who work
the night shift.

■ Night-light is a tremendous waste of energy.
And there’s more. According to the International Dark Sky
Association (http://www.darksky.org):

■ Eighty percent of Americans, two-thirds of members of the

European Union, and more than a quarter the world’s entire
population constantly view the night sky with light equal to or
near that of a full moon — never seeing a truly dark sky. 

■ In the European Union and the United States, over 99% of
people live in light polluted areas. 

■ Two-thirds of the entire world’s population live in light polluted
areas. 

In 1999 New Mexico’s state legislature passed legislation to
protect and help restore its night skies for present and future
generations. New Mexico’s elected leaders realized the dramatic
impact that light pollution was having – and acted aggressively
to reverse the adverse effects of light pollution on its dark skies.
If we urban dwellers want to see the stars clearly, Maryland will
have to take similar action.

In the meantime, we can each help offset the effects of night
light pollution by turning off the lights when we’re not in a room,
making wise choices about outdoor lighting, and teaching our
children about the adverse effects of artificial light. 

Bright Lights, Big City ? But What About
Preserving Our Night Skies?
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If you are new to our wonderful community, RRLRAIA welcomes
you! If you are a long-time resident, please consider introducing
yourself to your newer neighbors. (Alpha by street name)

Suzanne & Charles Turner 1205 Boyce Avenue 

Cynthia & Jason Parcover 1506 Boyce Avenue

R. C. Shade 204 Brightwood Club Road 

George Durrett 405 Brightwood Club Drive

Mary & William Fusting 6 Buchanan Road

Anne & Gregory Pelton 7119 Charles Spring Way 

Caroline & Mitchell Hook 1747 Circle Road

Elizabeth Conway & Francis Martin 7907 Ellenham Avenue 

Sarah Reading & Luke Tennis 7924 Ellenham avenue 

K. MacNamara 802 Eton Road

Loretta & Stephen Waite 1006 Joppa Road

Harriet & Edmund Notzon 1012 Joppa Road

M. Knott 1507 LaBelle Avenue

A. C. & P. T. O’Malley 816 Loyola Drive

Victoria & Glenn Hasenfus 1406 Malvern Avenue

Hunter & Weston Boone 6 Malvern Court

Diedre & Helmut Beck 6825 Newstead Lane

Theresa & Edward Taber 1503 Old Orchard Lane 

Leslie Bradley & Glen Gutierrez 541 Piccadilly Road

Karyn & Stephen Fisher 546 Piccadilly Road

S.W. Conneally/K.J. McGuire 8031 Rider Avenue

Amy & Bret Bortner 7928 Roldrew Avenue 

M. R. Twele 1404 Ruxton Road

Victoria & Keith Murray 1808 Ruxton Road 

R. D. Johnson 1 Ruxton Ridge Road 

Molly & Matthews Chacko 1219 Wine Spring Lane 

G. P. Fassio 1223 Wine Spring Lane

Welcome New Neighbors!
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Comprehensive Zoning Map Process

The schedule of the CZMP follows:

Filing Periods 

September 4, 2007 – November 30, 2007

Baltimore County Code provides that, during the OPEN FILING PERIOD (September 4 - October 15), any person, association,
corporation, county agency or other entity may, upon payment of the specified fee, file a petition for a zoning reclassification on any
property in the county. Certain information must be filed with the petition, all of, which becomes a matter of public record identified
by an Issue Number. Between October 1 - 31, additional issues may be raised, but only by members of the Baltimore County Planning
Board. Between November 1 - 30, issues may only be raised by Baltimore County Councilmen.

Log Of Issues – Preliminary Recommendations

December 1, 2007 – February 29, 2008

Planning Staff analyzes each of the issues raised during the filing periods, and then publishes summary data about each issue, along
with preliminary staff recommendations, in the “Log of Issues.” The Log and accompanying maps comprise a report to the Planning
Board for the purpose of conducting public hearings in March 2007. Also during this period, notices are mailed to the owners of those
properties listed in the Log and to adjacent property owners. Signs are posted to announce the Issue number and Planning Board
public hearing.

Planning Board Public Hearings

March 1, 2008 – March 31, 2008

The Baltimore County Planning Board schedules a public hearing in each councilmanic district during the month of March. Testimony
is limited to those issues within the district for which the meeting is held.

Planning Board Review And Recommendations

April 1, 2008 – May 15, 2008

At a series of work sessions, which are open to the public, the Planning Board reviews and discusses the various issues. The Planning
Board must formally adopt a recommendation on each issue before May 16, 2008. 

Transmittal Period

May 16, 2008 – June 2, 2007 The Planning Board recommendations on each issue must be transmitted to the Baltimore County
Council within 20 days after the Board’s vote. A revised edition of the Log of Issues is published to serve as the basis for the
Council’s public hearings in June.

County Council Public Hearings

June 2, 2008 – June 30, 2008 The County Council schedules a public hearing in each councilmanic district during the month of June.
Testimony is limited to those issues within the district for which the meeting is held.

County Council Review

July 1, 2008 – September 15, 2008 The County Council has the sole authority to determine the final zoning on each property. The
Council may accept, reject, or modify the recommendations of the Planning Board. These options include retaining the existing
zoning or applying to a property any zoning or combination of zones.

County Council Decisions

September 2008 The County Council vote on each Issue must occur before September 16, 2008. As adopted by legislative action of
the County Council, the revised Comprehensive Zoning Maps take effect 45 days after being signed into law by the County Executive.

Final Log and Maps

November 2008 After the Council’s vote, the Office of Planning prepares the final official amended Zoning Maps and published the
final edition of the Log of Issues containing all of the decisions of the County Council. The final log of issues reflects the County
Council’s action on each of the Map Issues. Information provided include ownership, location, existing zoning, requested zoning and
proposed zoning.

Comprehensive Zoning Map Process
Continues from page 1



Gardens in the Lake Falls, Chestnut Hills, Ruxton
Ridge, Murray Hill, Riderwood and Four Winds
neighborhoods all received awards at this year’s
Towson Gardens Day on April 26.

The Chestnut Avenue home of Sue & Milton
Brownstein was recognized as this year’s Azalea
House (see pix). Betty Dempster was given a
BayScaping Award for her Ruxway Road property.
This award recognized landscaping and other efforts
that preserve water quality and bolster the
Chesapeake Bay.

The gardens of Joanna & William Baird of Murray
Hill; John and Anne Clemens of Four Winds, Allan &
Maria Taylor of the Lake/Falls area; and Elizabeth &
David Sheehan of Ruxton Ridge were recognized as
‘Gardens of Merit’ for contributing to the flowering
and greening of Towson; and the owners were
celebrated for their “significant efforts to beautify
Towson with colorful gardens and unique
landscaping.” 

Towson Gardens Day is held on the last Thursday in
April each year from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Courthouse
Fountain Plaza and on Pennsylvania and Baltimore Avenues in the
heart of Towson. The public is invited to browse flowers, plants
and crafts from more than 100 exhibitors and vendors. Residents
can take self guided of the courthouse gardens – Towson’s “Secret
Gardens – on this one day each year. 

15

Towson Gardens Day Winners 
Represent RRLRAIA Community

Milt Brownstein (third from left) of Chestnut Avenue accepts award for 2007 Towson Azalea
House award from (l) County Executive Jim Smith; Award Chairs Gwen and Bob Vaughan at
Towson Gardens Day.   Photo courtesy Frank Kaufmann

Four Winds resident John Clemson accepts award for his Garden of Merit
from Award Chair Gwen Vaughan at the Towson Gardens Day ceremony.

Photo courtesy Frank Kaufmann
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