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Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association

Neighborhood NEWS Goes Green
You won’t notice a change in quality, but with this
issue of Neighborhood NEWS we are changing to
recycled paper. The Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
Area
Improvement
Association
directory,
available to all
members of
RRLRAIA,
is
routinely
printed on
recycled
paper. In the
past, the cost
of changing to
recycled paper for
our newsletter has, quite simply,
been too costly.
However, we are now able to get recycled paper at a
competitive price from our printer, DeVilbiss
Printing. The paper, Exact Opaque Text, is from
Wausau Paper Products and contains 30% recycled
post-consumer fiber content.
President Mark DeVilbiss says he sees an increased
call for recycled paper in his printing business
because “users are now very concerned about any
negative impact on our environment (and) using
recycled fibers reduces tree harvesting and reduces
landfill use.” Mark adds that “paper manufacturers
have been under increased pressure to use recycled
fiber and are continually updating their process to
produce a quality product. [Today] it is rare to have
any quality problems due to recycled paper.”

health and safety issues in the printing industry.
Soy-based ink comes from a sustainable, renewable
source: soybeans. You won't see much difference
using black soy ink but many of the colors are more
vivid when using soy as opposed to petroleum inks.”
So look for the little recycle logo
on the
newsletter pages, and remember: if you don’t save
this issue of Neighborhood NEWS, please recycle it.

Don’t Dump or
Recycle – ELIMINATE
Unwanted Catalogs
Did you know you can gain control over the
type and amount of catalogs you receive in
the mail, especially at this time of the year,
with a few simple clicks of your mouse?
According to Stevenson Swanson, national
correspondent for the Chicago Tribune, there
is a new service that gives people a chance to
gain some control over the postal flood tide
that inundates them with billions of catalogs
a year.
The service is called Catalog Choice. The
online service allows people to compile a list
of catalogs they don’t want to receive. The
service then contacts the retailers with a
request to take the person's name off their
mailing lists or makes a downloadable file
available that merchants can feed into their
mail database

But, Mark continues, “Recycling fiber is just one way
a mill can preserve the environment. Another way is
to harvest trees from a managed forest. Mills are
also looking at ways to reduce emissions in the
manufacturing process. Some are using windgenerated electricity for manufacturing operations.”

The Natural Resources Defense Council, the
National Wildlife Federation and the Ecology
Center, which runs Berkeley's curbside
recycling, started Catalog Choice as part of an
effort to reduce the environmental impact
caused by the mass mailing of catalogs.

DeVilbiss Printing has been using soy ink for several
years “because soy ink is low in VOC's (volatile
organic compounds). This helps with environmental

Want to opt out? Contact Catalog Choice at
http://www.catalogchoice.org.
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President’s Corner
By Fran Anderson

The Annual Meeting also gave us a chance to
say goodbye to the following board
members whose terms have ended:

As the lazy days of
summer yielded to
the rush of early
Jamie Cahn
fall, the board
Candice Dalrymple
prepared for the
Robert Ferber
2007 Annual
Neil Meyerhoff
Meeting in late
Susan Nestler
September.
We thank all departing board members
Association
for their dedication and service to our
members learned
community. We are fortunate to
about green
welcome the following new board
architecture and
members to our ranks:
ways to save
Steven A. Allen
energy in our
Graphic from Baltimore County
Linda Eisenbrandt
homes thanks to
Bureau of Solid Waste
Management
Frederick Hudson
Kim Schaefer of
Barbara Guarnieri
Terra Logos,* a
Bliss McCord
firm that
PUT YOUR TRASH ON THE
Kathy Palencar
specializes in all
LOW "GARB" DIET!
Ande Williams
aspects of green
architecture. Ms.
We would also like to thank Graul’s
KEEP YOUR "WASTELINE"
Schaefer spoke
Market for providing refreshments for
UNDER
CONTROL....
of the benefits
the Annual Meeting and the Church
of home energy
REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE
of the Good Shepherd for hosting us
audits and the
once again this year.
START TODAY AND SEE
relatively easy
The Annual Meeting was just the
things one can
RESULTS IMMEDIATELY!
beginning of a busy schedule of
do to make a
events for the board as September
home more
gave
way
to October. In addition to another
energy efficient. Such things as switching to
extremely successful Dumpster Day, where
compact fluorescent lights, insulating hot
one member’s junk was another member’s
water pipes, installing low-flow shower
treasure, October 15th marked the closing of
heads, increasing attic insulation reducing
the CZMP application period.** The month
air filtration and leaks, and installing
closed with new opportunities and
programmable thermostats can have a
challenges for Robert E. Lee Park.
greater long-term impact than more costly
window replacement.
As we look forward to months ahead, we
invite all members of RRLRAIA to join us for
Following through on the topic of energy
the Holiday in the Woods Party where we will
savings and the fact that it is estimated that
celebrate the season and ring in the
Americans throw away 25% more trash
New Year.
between Thanksgiving and New Year’s, we
have filled this issue with articles to help
*For more information on home energy audits,
visit the website at www.terralogos.com.
our readers reduce, reuse, and recycle. The
Neighborhood News is now printed on
** The board will now study each zoning issue.
recycled paper.
Nancy Worden Horst – Editor
Neighborhood NEWS is published quarterly by the RuxtonRiderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association, Inc.,
P.O. Box 204, Riderwood, MD 21139 Tel: (410) 494-7757

Newsletter Committee:

Deadlines for copy, including announcements and calendar items,
are February 1st for Spring issue, May 1st for Summer issue, August
1st for Fall issue, and November 1st for Winter issue. Advertisers
contact: julie.dambrogi@bridgestreet.com

Mary Sue McCarthy

Kimberly Warren – Chair
Candice Dalyrmple
Julie D'Ambrogi - Advertising Sales
Graphic Production - DesignConcept
Printer - Devilbiss Printing

CZMP Update
As noted in our Summer 2007 newsletter, the quadrennial
Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (CZMP) has begun. By
Baltimore County Code, any citizen may petition to have any
parcel of land downzoned (limiting development) or upzoned
(allowing for more intense development) or may file for a change
in the zoning designation for a piece of land.
As of mid-November, according to the log of issues prepared by

The County Council makes its decisions public by September 16th
to conclude the process.
Issue 2-006: Elbert Pahl requests a zoning change from DR3.5 to
RO for the property at 6047 Falls Road.
Issue 2-019: Continental Realty Corporation requests a zoning
change from DR2 (.6 acres) and ML (.3 acre) to BM for the .9 acre
property located at the southeast corner of
Falls and Clarkview Roads.
Issue 2-020: Indigold, LLC requests a zoning
change from MLR to ML IM or BR IM for the .9
acre property at the corner of Falls and
Shoemaker Roads.
Issue 2-022: John T. Kleinberg requests a
zoning change from DR3.5 to RO for the .3
acre property located at 1628 W. Joppa Road
(blue house behind Royal Farms store).
Issue 2-024: Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland
Area Improvement Association requests a
zoning change from DR3.5 to DR2 for 3.3 acres
of property at the intersection of Ellenham
Road and Ellenham Avenue.
Issue 2-043: Baltimore County Planning Board
requests a zoning change for 6049-51 Falls
Road from BL (.0), DR3.5 (.0), ROA (.2 acres)
to ROA or RO.
For further information, visit the County
website:
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/goczmp.
Thanks to Baltimore County Planning staff for
providing the information above.

Baltimore County planning staff, there are six issues in the
Second District (west of Charles Street); but no issues in District
5 (east of Charles Street) in the neighborhoods in the RRLRAIA
area.
Public hearings will be scheduled before the Planning Board in
March 2008. Review of Planning Board decisions and
recommendations continues through May 2008 culminating in a
series of public hearings before the County Council in June 2008.
For each issue, councilmen will decide whether to retain the
existing zoning or to enact a different zone or district. Zoning on
all properties which are not issues is re-enacted without change.

Key

DR2 - Density, residential, 2 units/acre
DR3.5 - Density, residential, 3.5 units/acre
ML - Manufacturing light
ML-IM - Manufacturing light, industrial/major
MLR - Manufacturing light, restricted
BM - Business major
BR-IM - Business roadside, industrial major
BL - Business local
RO - Modest office building in residential area
ROA - Residential office in existing house

Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association
has a new email address: RRLRAIA@comcast.net
(rrlraia@comcast.net OK as well). Please make a note of it.
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Leafcycling

Electronics Recycling Drop-Off Center in
Cockeysville Now Open!

With the coming of winter, we want to remind
you of nature's recycling program. Fallen leaves
return vital organic material and micro nutrients
to the soil. Don't waste this valuable resource use it! Instead of bagging your leaves and
placing them out for collection, run over them
with your lawn mower. Leaving a thin layer of this material on
your lawn will benefit your soil.

Baltimore County residents can now recycle their electronics
at the Baltimore County Resource Recovery Facility in
Cockeysville, Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tips:

Directions: take I-83 north to Warren Road, then go one mile
to Drop-Off Drive and turn right. Questions? Call 410-8872000.

■ Mow

at least three times during the fall – don’t wait until all the
leaves have fallen

What can you recycle? Home electronics such as TVs, VCRs,
DVD players, computer monitors, CPUs, mice, keyboards, cell
phones, power supplies, laptops, scanners, computer cables
and cords, stereos, answering machines, and other home
electronics; but no appliances.

■ Set

mower height to three inches; keep mower blades sharp;
watch for large twigs and branches

■ It’s

easier to mow when the leaves are dry.
Use a layer of two or three inches of mulched leaves around your
plants to help protect the plant roots during the cold winter
months.

Benefits of leafcycling:
■ Saves

time and effort

■ Saves

money – no bags to purchase

■ Fewer

petroleum-based bags go to the landfill

■ Enriches

the soil

■ Reduces

air pollution by reducing truck trips to collect leaves

Leaf Collection Policy

Separate yard materials collection ends Saturday, December 22,
2007 in order to conserve fuel this winter. Yard materials,
including leaves, will continue to be collected, but with the trash.
Information from Baltimore County Bureau of Solid Waste Management

Remembrance:
Charlie Barger
Charlie Barger, the ‘official greeter’ at Graul’s Market in
Ruxton, died Sunday, August 26th. Charlie started working at
the Ruxton store – when it was originally Harrington’s – back
in 1962. Kate Graul Poffenberger said that Barger was the
“face of Graul’s” . . . . always with a smile and helping
hands. He was a valued associate, he was very dependable
and he missed very
few days during his
long career with
Graul’s. Charles was a
well-loved member of
the Graul’s family. All
of our customers and
associates will miss
him greatly.”
Poffenberger also said
that “Charlie was a
large contributor to
the Maryland lottery;
he definitely bought
more than a few tickets in the Megaball Game. He also loved
the horse races at Pimlico and going to Orioles games.” He is
survived by a sister and several nieces and nephews.
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Recycled Pets
by Kathy Woods

“The greatness of a nation
and its moral progress
can be judged by the
way its animals are
treated.” Gandhi
One cold, gray wintry
post-snowfall day last
year a friend stopped
by the local Safeway to
buy chicken for her sick
cat. She happened to
notice a cardboard box
that had been placed
in the “disabled”
parking spot. Walking
over to the box,
already wet and three
inches deep in snow,
she feared the worst. And
yes, there were six baby
guinea pigs in the box.

of owning a pet. Currently the reptile and amphibian rescue group
has dozens of iguanas, corn snakes, and ball pythons available for
adoption. But before you consider adopting one of these pets,
you need to do your homework; can you feed live mice to a
snake? And who will drive to the pet store to buy the live mice?
What will you do if you lose heat? Who will take care of it when
you go on vacation? How large a space does it require?
After you’ve done your homework, please consider adopting from
a local shelter or rescue group that takes in these
second-hand creatures. In my opinion,
sometimes mutts (or “American cuties”
as my friend Debi calls them) make
the very best friends. If you want a
specific color cat or breed of dog,
call the shelter; they will call you
back if they get in an animal that
matches your needs. Even your local
wildlife rehabilitators get “stuck”
with domestic cast-offs. We are here
for you as part of a referral network.
P.S. The guinea pigs all survived.
Kathleen Woods runs the Phoenix
Wildlife Center in Jacksonville, Maryland,
located 10 miles north of Towson. She
can be reached at 410-628-9736 or
phoenixcenter@comcast.net.

Each year in biology class, students are encouraged to incubate
domestic duck eggs. Thirty days later, domestic ducklings arrive!
(Domestic ducks have tiny wings and are unable to fly). What joy
and fun these little yellow fuzzy creatures are! At the end of the
school year, students are encouraged to take the ducks home.
(Where does one house a domestic duck which can never be
released?) Fast forward to July and the ducks are noisy and taking
over your lawn and the family is going on vacation…guess what
happens to these ducks? If released into a pond they will get
frostbite when the pond freezes over plus they have no idea how
to feed themselves, both leading to certain death. Although the
initial idea of nurturing was well meant, it has a grievous
outcome.
Giving pets as gifts (especially during the holidays) or to make up
for a loss can be a disaster. Pets are a lifelong and expensive
commitment. Giving an older person a cat to keep them company
might sound fine, but who will pay for the veterinary bills? Some
retirement homes allow pets, but what about those that don’t?
Will that person have to give up that animal? Who will take care
of it later? We have a parrot that was turned in because the
owner was sure his son would not care for it once the owner died.
Often people think that a shelter animal is one that has
problems. Financial difficulties, divorce, death of a family member,
moving away, moving to an apartment that does not allow
animals, allergies, and making the mistake of wanting a popular
breed without doing one’s homework are all reasons for an animal
to be at a local shelter. The owner has taken the kindest option,
turning them in with the hope of them being re-adopted instead
of just turning them out into the streets.
Of course your children want a dog/cat/bird/guinea pig/iguana,
but we all need to examine the consequences and responsibilities
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Choosing Greens for the Holidays
By Barbara Guarnieri

Be informed about the trees you choose this holiday. Greens
really can be green!
Did you know:
■ Seventy

per cent of U.S. households (70 million homes) purchase
faux trees each year.

■ The

first artificial tree to appear in the U.S. was manufactured in
the 1930’s by the Addis Brush Company, a leading maker of
toilet bowl brushes. In the 1950’s Addis added the famed “Silver
Pine” designed with a revolving light source underneath.

■ Eighty-five

per cent of today’s artificial trees are
imported from China or Hong Kong where the
average faux tree factory wage is $100 a
month. The exporter gets an average of
$12 per item for trees which retail for
more than $125 in the U.S. (Washington
Post, Peter Goodman, “Capitalizing on
Christmas”, 11/9/03).

■ An

equal percentage of lights, ornaments and
wreaths are also made in China and Hong Kong.
(Ibid.)

■ Research

has shown that artificial trees, wreaths
and lights made with PVC plastic may contain
dangerous amounts of lead.
(CalProp65.com and checnet.org). Lead
is used to stabilize color and to make
the plastic more flexible. As a plastic
tree ages, the PVC releases lead dust
which can collect on branches, the floor
and the gifts beneath a tree. The same is
true for an aging PVC string of lights.

■ Replace

artificial trees after five years.
Always wash your hands after touching
the tree and lights. Don’t let young
children handle the tree or lights. If you
are concerned about your tree, you can
purchase a lead testing kit at any hardware
store.(apps.caes.uga.edu)

■ Replace

your old incandescent PVC string of bulbs with the
newer LED lights. The cord is more likely to meet the CalProp
standards for PVC and LED lights use 90% less energy than the
old strands. They last up to 20 years and are much brighter!
These are mercury free bulbs. (greenhome.com)

■ Real

tree sales have declined every year since 1999 when more
than 35.3 million trees were sold. Sales peaked in 1991 at 37
million. Ninety per cent of trees sold in the U.S. come from U.S.
growers; the remainder are from Canada. More than 15,000
growers across the U.S. employ as many as 100,000 workers
cultivating and harvesting trees. These forests of evergreen
cover more than 500,000 acres and provide the average daily
oxygen intake for nine million people. (Christmastree.org)
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■ Most

environmentalists encourage the purchase of live trees
because:

• Discarded PVC plastic trees are non-biodegradable and will
remain in landfills for centuries, potentially leaching lead.
• Live trees are a renewable resource - for every tree cut during
the holiday season, three seedlings are planted the following
spring. (christmastree.org; americanforest.org)
■ The

most environmentally smart purchase is a live tree that can
be planted after the holidays. While this choice has some
limitations - the root ball is difficult to transport and disguise; a
hole must be prepared before frost sets in and protected until
needed; and live trees don’t tolerate inside temperatures for
more than three days - the tree will provide beauty and
all the environmental benefits of habitat plantings for
years to come.
Recycling has made cut live trees an acceptable
green alternative. Baltimore County provides tree
pick up over a two-week period beginning Monday,
January 14, 2008. Place your tree at the front
curb/street by Sunday, January 20,
2008 to ensure collection.
After collection, trees are
chipped into biodegradable
mulch which can be used
on playgrounds, public
gardens, hiking trails and
animal stalls. Whole trees
are used on beaches to
prevent erosion and in
lakes and streams to
provide hiding spots and
feeding areas for fish.
One caution about the
purchase of cut evergreens:
GreenPeace warns that many of
the 15,000 U.S. growers are largescale agri-businesses whose size
dictates the use of certain anti-green
practices like the use of pesticides and
herbicides. In addition, large concerns
often squeeze local growers out of the
market through bulk pricing.

Green Peace and other environmental associations suggest that
consumers seek out and support local farms using organic,
sustainable tree-growing practices. One such grower is Feezers
Farm in Marriottsville, MD. (greenhome.com and
feezersfarm.com).
Be bright about your choices and we will all be merry for many
holidays to come.

20 Things You Didn't Know You Can Recycle
Researched and written by Bliss McCord

It’s safe to say that most Americans find that, no matter how
hard they try, somehow their pile of accumulated household
“stuff” always keeps a nose ahead of the recycling truck. If you
are struggling to overpower the surplus as well as do the right
thing, the following list should help.
First, you could download the Baltimore County Reuse Directory,
which is published annually and can be accessed at:
http://resources.co.ba.md.us/Documents/Public_Works/solidw
astemanagement/2007reusedirectory.pdf. In the directory, you
will find names and phone numbers of local organizations and
businesses that currently accept the most commonly recycled
products.
Your next stop might be Freecycle, a free catchall organization
you should try if you want to give away, or be given, just about
anything useable locally. Their website is www.freecycle.org.
The Baltimore Free Store collects clothes and other items that
might otherwise have been trashed and gives them away for free.
To donate items, visit the Free Store warehouse from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturdays and Tuesdays at 31 North Haven Street in
Highlandtown. If you can’t make it to the
warehouse, call (410) 340-9004
to make an appointment.
(Please don’t drop off items
when no one is there.)

jobs: (212) 532-1922, www.dressforsuccess.org.
6. Compact fluorescent bulbs: IKEA, recycling: www.ikea.com.
7. Compostable bio-plastics: You probably won't be able to
compost these in your home compost bin or pile. Go to
www.findacomposter.com to locate a municipal composter.
8. Computers and electronics: Find the most responsible
recyclers, local and national, at
www.ban.org/pledge/Locations.html.
9. Exercise videos: Swap them with others at
www.videofitness.com.
10. Eyeglasses: Lenscrafters collects these and so may your local
Lion's Club. Lenses are reground and given to people in need.
11. Foam packing peanuts/bubblewrap: Local pack-and-ship
stores such as MailBoxes, USA usually accept them for reuse.
Or, call the Plastic Loose Fill Producers Council to find a dropoff site: (800) 828-2214. Foam blocks? Call the Alliance of
Foam Packaging Recyclers: (410) 451-8340 for drop-off sites
(www.epspackaging.org/info.html).
12. Ink/toner cartridges: Staples and Office Depot will take some
varieties but be sure to call first; Recycleplace.com pays
Continued on page 9

Finally, if you are concerned
about economic sustainability
and environmentally friendly
practices, CoopAmerica
publishes a newsletter you
might find interesting. Their
website is www.Coopamerica.org
and we thank them for most of the
ideas below, which are reprinted from a
list they recently researched and compiled.
1. Appliances: Goodwill accepts working appliances,
www.goodwill.org or contact the Steel Recycling Institute:
(800) YES-1-CAN, www.recycle-steel.org.
2. Batteries: Rechargeables and single-use: Battery Solutions,
(800) 852-8127, www.batteryrecycling.com.
3. Cardboard boxes: Contact local nonprofits and women's
shelters or try your local Freecycle.org. If your workplace
collects at least 100 boxes or more each month,
UsedCardboardBoxes.com accepts them for resale.
4. CDs/DVDs/Game Disks: If your CD is scratched, spray it with
Pledge and wipe clean. That will often do the trick. If not,
send scratched music or computer CDs, DVDs, and PlayStation
or Nintendo video game disks to AuralTech for refinishing, and
they'll work like new: (888) 454-3223, www.auraltech.com.
5. Clothes: Donate wearable clothes to Goodwill or the Wise
Penny, 5851 York Road (across from Senator Theater), (410)
435-3244. You can also donate them to Dress for Success,
which gives them to low-income women as they search for
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Home Sales in Ruxton / Riderwood / Lake Roland
Sold Properties from July, 2007 – September, 2007

1517 Jeffers Road

8/16/07

490,000

490,425

Courtesy of the Whit Harvey Group,
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

1 Coldwater Court

9/28/07

524,500

500,000

804 Chestnut Glen Garth

8/1/07

525,000

530,000

575,000

565,000

ADDRESS

SETTLE DATE

LIST PRICE

SOLD PRICE

1514 Ruxton Road

8/8/07

299,000

262,500

8218 Jeffers Circle

9/13/07

289,000

298,000

1704 Willow Avenue

8/24/07

350,000

330,000

1709 Roland Avenue

8/24/07

319,900

300,000

803 Trafalgar Road

9/27/07

339,900

330,000

8209 Yarborough Road

8/27/07

360,000

355,000

6106 Buckingham Manor Dr

8/31/07

399,000

370,000

7002 Bellona Avenue

7/25/07

5 Malibu Court

8/24/07

444,900

427,000

7802 Ruxway Road

7/27/07

449,500

417,500

8301 Alston Road

9/28/07

449,900

450,000

1903 Sherwick Road

7/31/07

459,000

445,000

1229 Wine Spring Lane

7/20/07

465,000

460,000

8207 Burnley Road

8/30/07

475,000

470,000

425,000

8205 Ruxton Crossing Court 8/31/07
1009 Malvern Avenue

9/18/07

582,000

11 Barrow Court

8/16/07

589,000

585,000

6119A Falls Road

8/17/07

599,900

570,000

3 Acorn Hill Lane

7/12/07

710,000

710,000

1818 Circle Road

8/28/07

849,000

825,000

803 Boyce Avenue

9/17/07

949,000

949,000

9 Roland Court

7/20/07

1,075,000

980,000

8 Dembeigh Hill Circle

7/26/07

1,195,000 1,085,000

10 Johnson Mill Road

8/13/07

1,399,000 1,300,000

8 Coniston Road

7/20/07

1,750,000 1,750,000

308 North Wind Road

9/28/07

3,250,000 3,300,000

1901 Ruxton Road

8/1/07

4,400,000 4,455,000

Cranberry /
Walnut Muffins
“A taste of autumn!” (courtesy of Graul’s Market)

2 cups flour

1 tbls vanilla

1

⁄2 tsp. ginger

2 tsp grated orange peel

1 cup sugar

2 eggs, slightly beaten

⁄2 cup margarine

⁄2 tsp nutmeg

1

1

1 1⁄2 tsp. baking powder

1 1⁄2 cups each cranberries

⁄4 cup orange juice

1 tsp cinnamon

⁄2 tsp baking soda

1 cup chopped walnuts

3
1

In medium bowl, mix flour, sugar, baking powder, soda, peel,
nutmeg, cinnamon and
ginger. Cut in margarine
with pastry blender. Mix
in juice, vanilla and eggs;
gently fold into dry
mixture just until
moistened. Gently fold in
cranberries and walnuts;
spoon into 18 well
greased or paper-lined
muffin cups. Bake in
preheated 350° oven for 20-25 minutes or until center springs
back when pressed lightly. Yields 18.
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20 Things You Can Recycle
Continued from page 7

$1/each.
13. Miscellaneous: Get your unwanted items into the hands of
people who can use them by advertising on Freecycle.org or
Craigslist.org. Other sources are Throwplace.com or giving or
selling them at iReuse.com. They will also help you find a
recycler, if possible, when your items have reached the end of
their useful lifecycle. The SPCA reuses old towels for beddng or
to dry animals.
14. Oil: Find used motor oil hotlines for each state: (202) 6828000 or www.recycleoil.org.
15. Phones: Donate cell phones to Collective Good, which
refurbishes and sells them to people in developing countries:
(770) 856-9021, www.collectivegood.com. Call to Protect
reprograms cell phones to dial 911 only and gives them to
domestic violence victims: www.donateaphone.com.
www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com collects old cellphones and
issues calling cards to soldiers overseas. Recycle single-line
phones: Reclamere, (814) 684-5505, www.reclamere.com.
16. Sports equipment: Resell or trade it at a Play It Again Sports:
(410) 683-7427 or (800) 476-9249,
www.playitagainsports.com.

use batteries, PDAs, and ink/toner cartridges with GreenDisk's
Technotrash program. For $30, GreenDisk will send you a
cardboard box in which you can ship them up to 70 pounds of
any of the above. Your fee covers the box as well as shipping
and recycling fees: (800) 305-DISK, www.greendisk.com.
18. Tennis shoes: Nike's Reuse-a-Shoe program turns old shoes
into playground and athletic flooring:
www.nikereuseashoe.com. One World Running sends stillwearable shoes to athletes in need in Africa, Latin America,
and Haiti: www.oneworldrunning.com.
19. Toothbrushes and razors: Buy a recycled plastic toothbrush or
razor from Recycline (sold at some Target stores), and the
company will take it back to be recycled again into plastic
lumber. Recycline products are made from used Stonyfield
Farms’ yogurt cups: (888) 354-7296, www.recycline.com.
20. Stuff you just can't recycle: When practical, send such items
back to the manufacturer and tell them they need to
manufacture products that close the waste loop responsibly.
Of course, the largest part of the solution to worldwide waste
should be prevention. Our Depression-era generation probably had
the most sensible litmus test for wise buying. According to my
mother, it all boiled down to two simple questions: Do I need it?
Can I live without it?
Thanks to Helga Morrow for bringing the list to our attention.

17. "Technotrash": Easily recycle CDs, jewel cases, DVDs, audio
and video tapes, cell phones, pagers, rechargeable and single-
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Mail Thefts
Researched/compiled by Peggy Squitieri

RRLRAIA received reports of missing mail from a few members
during the summer. We polled our members by email to determine
if this problem was widespread or limited to a more confined
area. It appears to have been limited to two or three
neighborhoods. Most members who experienced loss of their mail
took the appropriate action and filed reports with the post office
and the police.
Here are some tips from the post office to minimize exposure to
mail thieves.
■ Mail

letters from the post office or give them to a letter carrier.

■ Deposit

mail in blue collection boxes before the last pick up
time posted.

■ Promptly

remove mail from your mailbox after delivery, especially
if you're expecting checks, credit cards, or other negotiable
items. If you won't be home when the items are expected, ask a
trusted friend or neighbor to pick up your mail. Don’t leave mail
in your mailbox overnight.

■ Don’t
■ Ask
■ If

send cash in the mail.

office to hold
your mail until
you return.
Initiate a ‘mail
hold’ by calling
the post office
at (800) 2758777 or online
at USPS.com.
If you believe
your mail was
stolen, immediately report the theft to your local postmaster or a
postal inspector. Postal inspectors can determine whether your
problem is isolated or part of a larger mail theft problem in your
neighborhood. If you see anything suspicious, take down a
description, a license plate number or whatever information you
can gather and report it to the post office immediately; this may
help them locate and apprehend the thieves.
If you suspect that your mail has been stolen, you can file a mail
theft report with postal inspectors at (877) 876-2455 or complete
a report online at USPS.com/postalinspectors.

your bank for “secure” checks that can’t be altered.

you’ll be away from home more than three days, ask the post

What’s for Dinner?
Poulet Gourmet Catering
has the answer to this
4pm question.
Delicious, healthy meal
options and gourmet
catering for all occasions.
Please visit us at:
www.pouletcatering.com
or call 410-339-3900.
Located in Green Spring Station
2346 W Joppa Road
Lutherville, MD 21093
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RRLRAIA Recycling Pioneers
Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association was
one of the first communities in Baltimore County to be eligible
for curbside recycling. In the early 1990s, former board members
Marion DeGroff and Dottie Fravel and their dedicated area
captains advocated for curbside recycling within individual
neighborhoods in the RRLRAIA area. These visionary women
attended countless meetings with neighborhood groups and
county officials to push for this service.
The Baltimore County program is one of the most successful in
Maryland. Baltimore County residents, businesses, and institutions
recycled 681,039 tons of material in 2005, more than any
jurisdiction in the state. And with more than two billion pounds
of materials generated in our County each year, recycling is much
more cost-effective, energy saving, and pollution-reducing than

Recycling Saves Energy!
You can help save energy by recycling:
1. Recycling a six-pack of
aluminum cans can
save enough energy to
drive a car five miles.

disposing of material as trash.
Recycling generates more than $2 million a year in revenue for
the County, and with Baltimore County’s only landfill already half
full, recycling makes both “dollars and sense”, and it’s a great
way to help the environment on a daily basis.
But recycling is only as good as the people who participate. Each
of us creates "waste" and each of us must take a share of
responsibility to deal with it! Please manage your "waste" in a
responsible way.

MTA Light Rail Parking Lot on Falls Road

As the newsletter was going to press, we learned that the
MTA has scheduled a meeting to present the plan for the
proposed Falls Road light rail parking lot expansion. This
meeting is scheduled for mid December, at the Mount
Washington Conference Center. We have notified affected
neighborhood organizations within our boundaries. Please
contact the association office (410-494-7757 rrlraia@comcast.net) if you have any questions.

2. Every ton of
newspaper that’s
recycled saves 4,100
kWh of electricity,
enough energy to
power a TV for 31
hours.
3. The energy equivalent
of 16.3 barrels of oil is
used to produce one
ton of plastic bottles.
4. Steel recycling saves enough energy to electrically power the
equivalent of 18 million homes for a year.
5. One recycled aluminum can saves enough electricity to run a
computer for three hours.
6. Americans waste 500,000 trees every Sunday by throwing away
their newspapers instead of recycling them.
7. Recycling one ton of plastic bottles saves enough energy to run
a refrigerator for a month.
8. Recycling 25 aluminum cans conserves one gallon of gasoline.
9. Recycling one ton of paper saves the energy equivalent of 39
gallons of gasoline, enough fuel to run the average car for 975
miles.
10. It takes 20 times more energy to make steel or aluminum cans
from raw materials than from recycled cans. For information on
composting:
www.baltimorecountyonline.info/Agencies/publicworks/recycli
ng/recycleguide.html
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Have a GREEN Holiday Season
C h o o s e g i ft s & g i ft w r a p w i s e l y t o f o i l w a s t e

It’s estimated that Americans throw away 25% more trash
between Thanksgiving and New Year's. Do your part - recycle all
non-foil wrapping paper, tissue paper, cardboard boxes, and even
the cardboard rolls inside the wrapping paper. Recycling all this
material instead of trashing it really will make a difference this
holiday season! For even
more earth-friendly ideas,
see the list of gifts and gift
wrap that won’t hurt the
planet at all.
Gifts:
■ Give

the gift of time - it
seems simple, but simple
things are often the most
appreciated gifts of all.
Offer spare time to a
family member or friend by
babysitting, doing
household chores, or just
simply spending time
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together.
■ If

you give a present, try something that requires little wrapping
such as plants or photographs, concert and sports tickets, or
savings bonds.

■ Give

a durable gift, such as a nice canvas bag that can be used
for shopping and that can replace disposable items. One of
these bags can save hundreds of paper and plastic bags.

Gift wrap:
■ Use creative wrapping – for example, use tea towels as
part of the gift.
■ Reusable baskets, tins, bags, and boxes eliminate the
need for wrapping.
■ Wrap the box tops of gift boxes so they can be reused
again.
■ When shipping gifts, use air-popped popcorn or scrap
paper instead of Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap as filler.
(Popcorn is biodegradable.)

Water Lines to be
Cleaned/Relined
in Ruxton
The Department of Public Works plans major water line
rehabilitation in the Ruxton area in Spring 2008. Old pipes
serving some 600 homes will be cleaned and lined with

New Sidewalks for
Ruxton Village
Residents enjoy the new sidewalks in the Ruxton Village area
along the east side of Bellona Avenue. The Ruxton-RiderwoodLake Roland Area Improvement Association and the Greater
Ruxton Area Foundation donated $20,000 to help fund this
project in conjunction with Baltimore County Department of
Public Works, Office of Community Conservation, and the Maryland
State Highway Administration.

cement to improve pressure in and around the Four Winds
and Ellenham Park neighborhoods. Water mains in the
following roads will be serviced:
Army Road

Roland Avenue

Ballston Road

Rolandvue Avenue

Berwick Road

Roldrew Avenue

Curving Lane

Ruxway Road

East Wind Road

South Wind Road

Ellenham Avenue

Springway Road

Malvern Avenue

West Wind Court

Malvern Court

West Wind Road

Maple Avenue

Willow Avenue

North Wind Road

In addition, service from an old 10" main will be
transferred to a 16” water main in Bellona Avenue.
According to the Department of Public Works, this project
will improve water quality and fire protection in this part
of Ruxton.

Photos by
Danielle
Donner
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Vivian Cottingham Retires from Riderwood PO
By Ty Ford

charge (OIC) at Baldwin post office.

Although a casual visitor might not notice, the blank space in the
name plaque on the wall at the Riderwood post office signifies
the end of an era.

When she arrived at Riderwood in 1988, it was not the place she
eventually made it. “When I went there, it was like a little
warehouse with no personal touches. I tried to make it more
customer-friendly. I hired more outgoing, people-oriented people
to work there, hoping that if they truly enjoyed what they did, it
would show and increase business.”

The missing name is that of
Vivian Cottingham, who
retired as postmaster at the
Riderwood Post Office after
19 years of service,
beginning in November
1988. The post office is
located at 8016 Bellona Ave,
21139, across from the Rider
House, which was the
original Riderwood Post
Office.
Before her years at
Riderwood, Vivian spent 19
years working at almost
every post office in Baltimore City and County. From backroom
letter sorting machine (LSM) operator to distribution window
clerk, Vivian worked her way up to become acting supervisor at
the Reisterstown Road office, postmaster at Butler and officer in

“I had an excellent staff. My policy was to train everyone in every
aspect so the next person could step in if anyone was sick to
keep the operation running smoothly. Ron Dodson, the current
OIC, has been there the longest, eight years. He is like a sponge,
soaking up everything. I had no worries about my office when
away for meetings or vacations. James Thompson has been there
for about three years. He’s the rookie and has adapted very well.
Mikita Green-Hill is there on loan from the Linthicum Post Office.
She’s such an asset. Hopefully she will become part of the team
permanently.”
Vivian’s mission
also included
increasing
customer flow so
that patrons
would spend five
minutes or less at
each visit. “That
meant little
things; like
having all of the
various forms
available for the
customer to fill
out and allowing
them to come
Photo: Ty Ford
right back to the
window after they
had filled them out.”
From recognizing patrons by name to making a personal call to a
regular patron she hadn’t seen in a while to see if she/he was OK,
Vivian’s personal touch was felt and appreciated. “At Christmas,
we’d put up a little tree with little cards that had family
information about neighbors that were going through a rough
time. I got that information from local churches. Our patrons
would take a card and put together a gift basket that we would
deliver to the churches or to the families.
We also used to put out a container for non-perishable items.
We’d donate those items to soup kitchens. The Postal Service does
that now. You leave the food beside your mailbox for the carrier
to pick up. We try to give back to the community and stay
involved.”
One day, the locally famous ‘brain teasers’ sheet disappeared from
the wall next to the counter where one waited in line. Regular
Continued on page 19
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Winter Beauty
by Frances Horich

Winter beauty. . . is that a contradiction in terms for you? It
certainly has been for me in the past. It makes me grumpy to
have to bundle up and deal with a cold wind. But as time has
passed and, perhaps, maturity has set in, I’ve come to value the
change in season even with the negative characteristics the ‘W’
word brings to mind. So, I’m going to be bold and talk about
winter beauty.
The trees, shrubs and perennials that drop their leaves are not
dead! They are dormant, protecting themselves from the elements
and taking a well-deserved semi-rest. I find that even in their
resting state, they have much to offer in terms of aesthetics. Take
for instance the mighty sycamore (Platanus occidentalis). Is there
anything more imposing than that white-branched structure in
the middle of a field in January, perhaps rising out of the snow or
as a highlight on a gray day? I
wouldn’t suggest planting one
in the middle of a suburban
lawn, but I would think of its
characteristics and see if they
can be translated into
something that would be
appropriate to a smaller
situation.
Birch trees (Betula) have that
wonderful white bark, but the
Paperbark Birch that most
people envision from New
England doesn’t flourish this
far south. However, the River
Birch (Betula nigra) has very
distinctive off-white bark
which, when it peels, has a
somewhat pink effect. This tree
is a fast growing species,
maturing from 40’ to 70’ which, I think, has the greatest appeal
in its multi-stem form. A fairly adaptable tree, the River Birch
prefers low pH and low land, hence the name.
There are many trees out there which have interesting and/or
colorful bark. My favorite is the Stewartia pseudocamellia that
doesn’t have a common name that I’m aware of, which I must say
is fittin’ and right because there is nothing common about the
tree. Elegant is the first adjective that comes to mind. Its
exfoliating bark, which appears marbled from gray to beige to
cinnamon brown, is a feature which shows off best in the winter
when you don’t have the distraction of the leaves. Another
characteristic of this tree that is striking is the winter bud, a
sharp and graceful preview of the leaves to come in the next
growing season. And come they will, beginning a new year of
beauty for the Stewartia, including these smallish, dark green
leaves that cast a light shade from the often multi-stemmed tree.
It will grow about 30’ to 40’ in the garden with a pyramidal-oval
shape. The aforementioned leaves turn colors from yellow to red
to purple in the fall. To top it all off, it blooms with a white, 5 –
6 petalled flower resembling a camellia in June. There’s one more
thing; in the winter the seed pods are also quite ornamental.

That’s 365 days of wonderful additions to the landscape if you
give Stewartia pseudocamellia a place of honor with some
protection from the sun in the hottest part of the day.
At the other end of the spectrum is a tree which I like only in
this season. The winter color of the young stems of the coral-bark
maple are show stoppers. The Acer palmatum ‘Sango Kaku’
(Japanese maple) is small and needs to be placed for good
backlighting in the dark season. The rest of the year this upright
maple has light green, finely-cut leaves. Between these two
extremes, there are many wonderful trees which exhibit
interesting bark in winter, such as Cornus kousa (asian dogwood),
Lagerstroemia (crapemyrtle), Parrotia persica (Persian Parrotia),
Acer pennsylvanica (striped maple), Acer griseum (paper-barked
maple), and Maackia amurensis, Salix alba ‘Golden Curls’ (weeping
yellow-twigged willow).
Thinking of the weeping willow leads me to
the idea of shape, another visual joy in winter.
Weepers can be as small as the dissectum
group of Japanese maples, so effective
hanging over little ponds; or larger, like a
Cercidiphylllum japonicum ‘Pendula’, an
exotically weeping tree; all the way up to the
majestic weeping willow (Salix babylonica)
which I’m sure you all know. In terms of
imposing presence, there are beech trees
(Fagus), dense, highly symmetrical, spreading
trees which can grow to 60’ – 70’ high and
100’ in diameter. The gray bark is also eyecatching at this time of year. Like the
Sycamore, it must be accorded its due as a
specimen in a suitable space.
A Kousa dogwood (Cornus kousa)) has
somewhat the same kind of dense, low
branching shape at a much smaller scale,
maxing out at about 30’ high and 30’ wide.
The storied elm tree (Ulmus) which lined the streets of many a
town in the 19th and 20th centuries was prized for its vase
shape. Since its demise due to Dutch Elm disease, the Zelkova has
been used often in its place. I should say that in maturity, the
Zelkova develops a more rounded canopy.
For impact of structure, my nomination for best small tree would
have to go to Malus hupehensis (Japanese tea crabapple). The
way this plant reaches out its arms gracefully is beautiful. This
tree is another on my list of 365 days of the year stars; exhibiting
form, flower, fruit and fall color. One caveat with regard to the
crab: the birds love the fruit and drop the seeds which germinate
everywhere. This is not a native, so attention should be paid to
its invasive tendencies.
In the shrub department, there are a huge number of possibilities
for winter interest. My first choice would be the red and yellowtwigged dogwoods (Cornus species and hybrids) with extra credit
to the cultivar ‘Midwinter’s Fire’, a salmon to coral shade. These
Continued on page 16
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Winter Beauty
Continued from page 15

suckering, twiggy shrubs are quite striking after the leaves fall
and the color of the stems predominates. This is an adaptable
plant, but it prefers moist soil and shows its best color on young
twigs. So, the oldest stems should be pruned on a yearly basis to
keep new growth coming. It is a real treat to see these plants
with a touch of snow around them.
Another shrub which absolutely sings in the snow is Winterberry
(Ilex x verticillata). This large shrub doesn’t have beautiful form
or colorful bark, but the fruit is stunning in several different
cultivars. For red berries, there’s ‘Sparkleberry’ and ‘Winter Red’,
for orange berries, ‘Aurantiacum’ and an amazing salmon, ‘Winter
Gold’. The berry set is so heavy on these plants that they catch
your eye regardless of the weather. As all hollies are dioecious,
meaning there are separate male and female plants, for good
fruiting you need to plant both, one male for about five females.
The Winterberries planted in a mass is a special treat of the
season.
Seed pods are another ornamental characteristic which can catch
your eye in the winter and many herbaceous as well as woody
plants offer them. We’re concentrating on woodies here so I’ll
mention two shrubs which attract my attention. For a large spot
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in mostly full sun, consider Vitex agnus-castus (chastetree). It
can grow to ten or more feet high and is very elegant with graygreen compound leaves in a palmate configuration and spikes of
lilac to purple flowers in July/August. The seed pods are lovely
and a great addition to arrangements. On a smaller scale,
Caryopteris x clandonensis ‘First Choice’ which blooms in
August/September with flat, multi-floreted dark blue flowers, is a
must in the sunny mixed border. Like Vitex, its leaves are graygreen and it has a very even twiggy and light structure if treated
as a perennial and cut to the ground every spring. For winter
effect, the seed heads always make me take note. Another plus
for the Caryopteris is the fragrance, very light and earthy.
You may have noticed I haven’t dealt with any evergreens, the
staple of the winter garden. I want to point out is that diversity
should be the key to planning and planting your garden by
making decisions that are environmentally conscious as well as
aesthetically pleasing. Be sure to use all the tools in your bag!
That is not to say one should use them all in the same place.
That effect makes your eyes spin. Just remember that your
choices are huge and just because the leaves have fallen doesn’t
mean a plant isn’t a great addition to the scene.
Frances V. Horich, a landscape designer and horticulturist since 1982,
designs gardens for clients throughout the Baltimore area. She can be
contacted at fvhorich@aol.com or 410-925-9383.

Dumpster Day
By Beth Purvis

Dumpster Day was a great success! This annual event was held
for RRLRAIA members at Riderwood Elementary School, Landrake
& Thornton Roads, on October 13th. We filled five large
containers, with several neighbors making multiple trips!
We had beautiful weather, good attendance and great volunteers.
Special thanks to the following volunteers who took time out of
their busy day to help: Fran Anderson, Kris Culp, Sophie and
Peter Gerard, Nancy Horst, Sherry Locke, Neil Meyerhoff, Helga
Morrow, Scott Murphy, Beth Purvis, Brian Rogers, Kent Walker,
Nettie Washburn, Ande Williams and Judy Wright.

(Above and upper right) RRLRAIA Board of Directors’ volunteers Scott Murphy and Nettie Washburn help unload trash
from cars and load the junk into the Dumpsters while (above
right) Nancy Horst, Kris Culp and Judy Wright take a break.
(At right) RRLRAIA member shows her Dumpster Day post
card.
Photos by Neil Meyerhoff

Joppa Road ‘Used Car Lot’ Out of Business
For years, the wide shoulder on Joppa Road across from Ellenham
Avenue was often treated as an informal "used car lot" in
violation of Baltimore County zoning laws. In response to
complaints from neighbors, the Association routinely contacted
Baltimore County Code Enforcement to curtail this unsightly
activity.
Several years ago, when a developer requested a waiver from
Baltimore County development regulations for curbs and gutters
for his project, the Association recognized a win-win opportunity.
In exchange for support of his waiver from the affected
neighborhood and the Association, the developer agreed to make

a donation to the Ruxton, Riderwood, Lake Roland Foundation
(now the Greater Ruxton Area Foundation) that eventually funded
the curb project and anticipated enhancements to the property.
The curb was recently installed and the area seeded. The
Association and Foundation plan further enhancements to this
area. We gratefully acknowledge the cooperation of the developer,
Marc Munato, the property owner, Baltimore County Public Works,
Office of Traffic Engineering and Permits & Development
Management for their cooperation in moving this job to
completion.
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One Person’s Trash – Another Person’s Treasure
By Mary Sue McCarthy

Mark Foster is one of a kind and so are the architectural treasures
he and his 20-member team salvage from properties destined for
demolition. As the founder of Second Chance, Inc., an
architectural, antiques and salvage company, Mark spends his
days managing the delicate process of saving remarkable
building materials from landfills and Dumpsters. The
Second Chance mission, according to Mark, “is to preserve
the historical fabric of a community while
providing workplace training and marketable
job skills.”
Because of Mark’s focus on job training, his
company is actually a 501(c)(3) non-profit
and his team consists of specially trained
deconstruction experts who can determine the
best approach to dismantling a property while
at the same time protecting its unusual and
often irreplaceable details. The type of
material Mark considers “salvageable” includes
roofing, flooring, old fixtures and hardware,
leaded glass, shutters, mantles, and solid wood. Perhaps his
most interesting “rescue” was an eye-catching chandelier made

entirely of Steuben glass that was next in line for the wrecking
ball during a demolition of the old Philadelphia Convention
Center.
While not many Ruxton/Riderwood homes contain
Steuben lighting fixtures, there are plenty that contain
such recyclables as antique radiators, interesting
flooring and banisters. Homeowners looking to
modernize should think twice about filling
the Dempsey Dumpster and call Second
Chance or visit www.secondchance.org.
Payment to Second Chance is tax
deductible. And for those looking to
add period personality to their homes,
be sure to visit Mark’s five warehouses
downtown near Ravens Stadium.
Note: The author found a mantle for
her fireplace at Second Chance. Mary
Sue reports that she “was thrilled that I
was able to find a mantle from 1927 as old
as our house. It fit perfectly and just makes
the room!”

Vivian Cottingham Retires
Continued from page 14

customers had known and appreciated this little diversion for
years. The ‘brain teasers’ and the other personal touches fell prey
to the new Uniformity Policy dictated by the USPS. While we all
lost something on that day, the community did prevail in keeping
the location on Bellona Avenue when it was suggested that the
office be moved to The Shops at Kenilworth.
Members of the RRLRAIA community, those patrons who regularly
come from as far away as Randallstown and folks who moved
away from the area but still pop in for a visit when they are in
town, will long remember and appreciate Vivian Cottingham’s
efforts to do business in a personal way.
Vivian plans to travel at a leisurely pace, try to decrease the long
list of items on her "to do" list and just enjoy life by taking time
to stop and smell the roses. “I established a lot of friendships
during my tenure at the Riderwood Post Office and I sincerely
hope to carry and continue those friendships into my retirement.
I would like to thank Ron, James and Mikita for being such a
great staff. A special thank you to the wonderful community of
Riderwood for allowing me to serve as your postmaster. Thank you
all and God bless."
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